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Portneuf Quality Alliance 

Clinical Integration Program Participation Agreement 

 

Summary of Major Terms and Conditions 

 

While very brief (only 6 pages long without exhibits), the attached Clinical Integration (“CI”) Program 

Participation Agreement contains  terms and conditions essential to the operation of the Portneuf Quality 

Alliance (“PQA”)  Clinical Integration Program: 

 

• Transparency of CI Program.  PQA will make CI Program policies, procedures, standards, criteria, 

and requirements available to all physicians in the program.  This information will include PQA 

enrollment, credentialing, and participation criteria; purchaser contracting standards; incentives and 

bonus payments policies; accountability and remediation procedures; and benchmark standards for fee 

schedules and payment criteria. 

 

• Joint contracting and participation in CI contracts.  Unlike “messenger model” arrangements, our 

contracts with health plans under the Clinical Integration Program will involve true collective 

negotiations with commercial health plans, including quality-enhanced fee schedules, shared savings 

bonuses, and pay-for-performance incentives. As such, participation in the PQA CI Program will entail 

your participation in all of the clinically-integrated health plan contracts, and you will not have the 

ability to opt out of the individual health plan agreements and still remain in the PQA Membership.  

This will include participation in the ConnectedCare insurance products that Blue Cross of Idaho 

is offering on the Idaho Health Insurance Exchange.  

 

• Compliance with CI Program initiatives.  In order to participate in collectively-negotiated contracts, 

you will have to: (1) adhere to clinical benchmarks established by your colleagues on the PQA Board; 

(2) participate in special education sessions, round-table discussions, and clinical integration 

committees; (3) adopt efficient clinical practices and administrative technologies.  Fundamental to the 

PQA Clinical Integration Program are remediation procedures, whereby physicians are held accountable 

for their performance, both individually and as a group.   PQA will maintain such accountability with 

regard to each participating physician by means of economic rewards, peer-to-peer counseling, and 

corrective action plans.  If these positive efforts have no effect on the physician’s performance, PQA 

may also pursue disciplinary action – up to and including removing the physician from participating in 

the PQA Clinical Integration Program and its collectively-negotiated health plan contracts. PQA will 

make all of its CI Program accountability policies and procedures available to participating physicians. 

 

• Agreement to share practice data re. patient care.  Measuring your performance in the PQA Clinical 

Integration Program may require you and your office staff to track quality performance measures using 

special billing codes (e.g., Category II CPT Codes) and  to collaborate with PQA infrastructure with 

claims data generated by your practice management system and, where available, electronic medical 

record (EMR). Additionally, we plan to work with payer data to help meet the goals of the Clinical 

Integration Program. 

 


